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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

November 1 is  All Saints’ Day. 
 

November 1 is also Sadie Hawkins Day. 

November 2 at 2 A.M. is the end of Daylight Saving Time. Set 
your clocks back one hour on Saturday night at bedtime!  

November 4 is also Election Day  

November 6 is set up for craft fair 

November 8 is craft fair 

November 11 is Veterans Day (U.S.) and Remembrance 
Day (Canada). 

November 19 is Discovery of Puerto Rico Day. 

November 27 is Thanksgiving Day  

The day after Thanksgiving, November 28 this year, is known 
as Black Friday. 

November 30 is the First Sunday of Advent, marking the begin-
ning of the Advent season. 

NOVEMBER 2025 

              

  FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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              WHITEHALL, PA 18052 
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“Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.” In a few weeks Thanksgiving will be upon us, 
and along with it, a lot of work. Thanksgiving means picking up family from airports , car rides, 
large meals, family gatherings (maybe many family gatherings) food shopping, and soon enough, 
planning for Christmas. Your list could probably go on and on. 

Sometimes the “busy-ness” of our holidays and lives is unavoidable. But we do not have to harbor 
in our hearts an unrelenting “busy-ness.” During this time of year, especially as we prepare for 
Advent, we should remember the story of Mary and Martha. You may remember, Martha was run-
ning around preoccupied with all her busy preparations while Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet and 
listening to Him. Jesus told Martha that it was Mary who had chosen what is best (Luke 10:38-
42). 

It is inevitable that we will have busy moments in our lives. That is normal. However, as Chris-
tians, we do not have to allow the busy moments to take our focus off Christ. As we begin our cel-
ebrations of Thanksgiving, let’s remember the One to whom we are giving thanks, Christ Jesus 
our Lord. As we take the leap into Advent and Christmas, let’s not forget the reason for these cele-
brations; our Lord is coming to do great things for us! 

Like Martha, it can be so easy for us to get wrapped up in OUR plans, and all the work WE have 
to do, that we can completely forget that this time of year our thoughts should especially be turned 
to our Lord Jesus who has worked so hard for us. The quote at the beginning of this article comes 
from a personal prayer that I quietly each and every Sunday that we celebrate Holy Communion. I 
say this because our Lord has just given us a foretaste of the feast to come in heaven through the 
Lord’s Supper. As we begin our preparations for Thanksgiving and Christmas, may we always re-
member the preparations our God made for us in the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus. The Lord be with you! 

In peace, 

Pastor June 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT FORUM AT 9:00 AM 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00 AM 
 

 

Communion—The first Tuesday of each month,  

Join us for a light lunch at noon 

followed by communion at 1:00.  

 We hope to encourage our members who are uncomfortable driving 
at night,to use this time for fellowship that is and has been en-

joyed at our Wednesday night Hotdogs and Hymns.  

 All are welcome!   

Bring a friend. 

Altar Communion-The first Sunday of each month 

 celebrate Communion around the Altar.  Please join us! 
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Craft Fair preparations calling  

Get involved in helping with this important fund raiser—lots of  opportunities  

Join the fundraising committee, the Craft Fair committee,  

the Fellowship committee 

Soothe the soul with food, fun, service to others, and fellowship with our Faith family 

THE WHITEHALL FOOD PANTRY  

Is requesting canned sweet potatoes as our contribution from Faith 

We are now accepting nominations for the 2026 Council.   
If you are interested in a spot on the council, 

please reach out to Pastor June or the church office.   

 

 

To my brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 A very special thank you to all of you for the love and kindness shown to me and my 

family on the death of Rhynier.  For the visits, food, calls, and offers of help, I am truly 

blessed.  To the kitchen crew, the bakers, the cleanup gang you all did a beautiful job, 

thank you very much. 

 To Pastor June for a lovely service, your visits, calls, food, and prayers.  I am truly 

blessed. 

 God bless you all.   

 Adriana and Family 

FOOD BOX REQUESTS FOR THANKSGIVING  

AND CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES 

IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS IN NEED OF A FOOD BOX, PLEASE CALL  

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Canned vegetables, boxed stuffing mixes, instant mashed potatoes 

cranberry sauce, pasta and pasta sauces, Cake mixes, icing,  

And turkeys 

The annual Christmas tea is December 7, 2025 beginning at 2 PM.  Tickets are $12.  Parkland 

Chorale will be performing. We, the committee, are still calculating how many tickets will be 

available.   You can contact the hostess of whose table you usually sat to confirm your coming 

so hostess can submit her count  These are the hostesses we  have verified so far: Rose, Judy, 

Gloria, Vickie Lynne, Michelle and Claudette, Pat M, Fran, Rosemarie and Gail, Barb Y, Margy 
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FAITH FAMILY FYI’S 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY: LET US REMEMBER 

Charles Silvius 

Richard Daniel 

Nelson Schaeffer 

Nancy Salter 

Barbara Meckes 

Sandra Meckes 

William Fenstermaker 

Sally Buchmiller 

Rhynier Minnich  

Robert Bair, Sr. 

Greg Rismiller 

Judy Spellbaum 

Janice Herzog 

David Haffner 

Donald Baum  

Michael Bodnyk 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS 

ALTAR GUILD 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

CRAFT FAIR COMMITTEE 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

QUILTERS/PIECE MAKERS 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE 

PRAYER GROUP 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

BAKERS AND KITCHEN CREW 

ALL OUR REGULARS WHO ALWAYS SHOW UP TO HELP 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
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ALTAR 

GUILD 

Linda Johnston 

And 

Pat Masonheimer 

Cathy Haller 

And 

Gloria Senchak 

Judy  
And 

Shel Ehret 

Diane Batza 
And 

Charlene Frack 

Barb Yurasits 

And 

Pat Masonheimer 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Howard 

Schaffer 

 

Bob Brandt 
Kindall 
Wann 

Kyle Brandt Bob Billig 

LECTOR Kindall Wann Jennifer Reiner  
Jennifer 

Reiner 
Kindall Wann 

GREETER 
Charlene Frack 

 

Barb Kotsch 

 
Dan Herzog April Spaits Charlene Frack 

FLOWER 
SPONSOR 

  

Rosemarie  

And 

Mel Haffner 

Paulette 
 Hawkey 

Sandy 
And  

Michael John 
Bodnyk 

BULLETIN 
SPONSOR 

  

Rosemarie  

And 

Mel Haffner 

Paulette 
Hawkey 

Sandy 
And 

Michael John 
Bodnyk 

WORSHIP TEAMS FOR  OCTOBER 

                             NOV 2                 NOV 9             NOV 16              NOV 23             NOV 30 
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SUN MON TUES 
 

WED THURS FRI SAT 

 

      1 

 

2 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
Sunday School 

9:00 AM 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 
Altar Communion 

AA  
7:00 PM 

3 
 

1:00 PM Piece 

makers     

  6:00 PM 
Brownies 
   7:00 PM  

  Pioneer Band 
(BH) 

4 

 

 

10:00 AM  

Prayer Group 

Light lunch and 

Communion 

 6:45 PM Boy 

Scouts  

  

5 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Eagle 
Scouts 

 
 

6 
 
 

6:00 PM Cub  
Scouts  

6:15 pm Bell 
Choir 

6:30Craft fair 
setup 

7:30 pm senior 
choir 

 
 

7 8 

 

Craft Fair 

9-3 

9 
 
 

Sunday School 
9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

 
5:00 PM 

    AA Anniversary 
celebration 

10 
     

1:00 PM Piece 

makers     

 6:00 PM 
Brownies 
   7:00 PM  

  Pioneer Band 
(BH) 

11 
 

Veteran’s Day 

 

10:00 AM  

Prayer Group 

6:45 PM  

Boy Scouts 

Exec Council 

 

12 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Eagle 
Scouts 

 
 
 

13 

 

 
 

6:00 PM Cub  
Scouts  

6:15 pm Bell 
Choir 

7:30 pm senior 
choir 

14 

 

 

15 

 

funeral 

16 
 

Sunday School 
9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

 
    AA  

7:00 PM   

17 
 

1:00 PM Piece 

makers     

      6:00 PM 

Brownies 

   7:00 PM  
  Pioneer Band 

(BH 

18 

 

 

10:00 AM  

Prayer Group 

 6:45 PM  

Boy Scouts 

7:00 pm 

Church council 

  

 

19 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Eagle 
Scouts 

 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Cub  
Scouts  

6:15 pm Bell 
Choir 

7:30 pm senior 
choir 

 
 

21 22 

 

 

23 
 

Sunday School 
9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 

    AA (PH) 

24 
 

1:00 PM Piece 

makers     

  6:00 PM 
Brownies 
   7:00 PM  

  Pioneer Band 
(BH 

25 

 

10:00 AM  

Prayer Group 

6:45 PM  

Boy Scouts  

 

26 
 

Poinsettia orders 
due 

 
6:00 PM Eagle 

Scouts 

27 
 
 

Office Closed 
Thanksgiving 

 

28 29 

30 
 

Sunday School 
9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

First Sunday in Ad-
vent 

 
7:00 PM 

    AA (PH) 

      

NOVEMBER 2025 CALENDAR 
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BILLIG, JR, ROBERT and KARLA  11/08 

BUCHVALT, PAULA  11/14 

MILLER, II, RICHARD & TARA 11/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRETZ, DOROTHY (82) 11/02 

CAVE, CONNOR (20) 11/05 

YURASITS, BARBARA (74) 11/07 

MC FARLAND, IRVIN (76) 11/11 

SMYKOWSKI, KAITLYN (26) 11/11 

KURRASCH, LINDA (85) 11/17 

WEHR, MELISSA (57) 11/18 

YANOSHIK, DAVID (62) 11/19 

HOWER, JULIET (25) 11/22 

WHITTAKER, HAROLD (62) 11/23 

HAFFNER, ROSEMARIE (83) 11/25 

SCHMIDT, CHRISTOPHER (59) 11/29 
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The ELCA is guided by the vision of “a world experiencing the difference God’s 

grace and love in Christ make for all people and creation.”  

The phrase “God’s Love Made Real” is shorthand for this vision statement.  

The strategic recommendations are part of how the ELCA is working toward this vision 

and how the Churchwide Organization is doing its part in the world to make the gospel 

message of God’s love more widely known.  

The recommendations that follow are connected to the current purpose and  

priorities of the ELCA.  

The purpose of the ELCA is to: “Activate each of us so more people know the way 

of Jesus and discover community, justice and love.”  

The priority areas of the ELCA are: 

 1. A Welcoming Church: Engaging new, young and diverse people “Your young … 

shall see visions, and your old … shall dream dreams.” — Acts 2:17  

2. A Thriving Church: Rooted in tradition and radically relevant “You are the salt of 

the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? … You 

are the light of the world.” — Matthew 5:13–14  

3. A Connected, Sustainable Church: Raising the bar together “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing.” — John 15:5 

What might the future of the ELCA look like if it were more fully reflecting God’s 

love in the world? Several perspectives might give us a glimpse. 

Strategic Recommendations for the ELCA 

The book of Revelation paints a picture of people from every nation, tribe, people and 

language who stand before God in worship (Revelation 7:9), as well as the reality that 

God will dwell with the people, wiping every tear from their eyes, and there will be no 

more death, mourning, crying or pain (Revelation 21:3-4). The ELCA has a unique role 

to play in carrying out the important ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:11–21). 

Structurally and organizationally, it might mean that the ELCA no longer experiences nu-

meric decline of baptized members but grows in the number of people who are disciples 

of Jesus and the number of congregations that are vibrant and vital. 

When we asked nearly 1,000 ELCA rostered leaders what they think the future of the 

ELCA will look like, their most common responses were that the ELCA would be marked 

by the grace and love of Jesus Christ, centered on the cross and the gospel, welcoming 

and inclusive of all people, and defined by justice, advocacy and service. 

Several future-oriented and hope-filled quotes about the future of the ELCA stood out 

across this project, including: 
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“Our current church buildings would be functioning more like community cen-

ters. Our pastoral care and other offerings would be hyper-locally focused 

and relevant to people in each community.” 

“We would lean even more into the aspects of Lutheranism that make us 

unique, including our strong theology of the cross and emphasis on the 

grace of Jesus Christ. People who engage with ELCA churches would know 

that they are valued and accepted, and there is nothing they can do to sepa-

rate them from the love of God.” 

“Our world has too much hurt and hate. Lutheran churches must help those 

who experience them to know they are not freed because of the good work 

we do, but because of the good work Jesus has already done for us. We of-

fer an incredible message of liberation.” 

“Our metrics will have changed — no longer just butts in seats, but toward 

things like injustices addressed and lives transformed. We would focus 

even more on engaging in community and love of neighbor. 

“We would … invite others into the joy of the love of Jesus. I believe that if we 

focused primarily on that, the rest would probably take care of itself.” 

 

Presently, the ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the U.S., 

with nearly 3 million members and about 8,500 congregations. The ELCA 

has a rich history, tracing its roots to the reformer Martin Luther. Much 

might be possible through the strengthened collective efforts of those 

across the ELCA to reflect God’s love in the world.  

 

 

NATIONAL REALITIES THAT SHAPE THE ELCA’S MINISTRY TODAY  

As the ELCA seeks to realize its vision, any strategic recommendations must take into 

account the broader landscape of life and faith in the United States.  

Strategic Recommendations for the ELCA  

Clergy are expressing higher rates of burnout and lower contentment with their work. 

Younger people’s major life decisions and engagement with institutions look very different 

than previous generations’, leading to a need for new forms of ministry. Many of these re-

alities can make the future of the ELCA seem bleak. However, these realities also pre-

sent many opportunities the ELCA can grasp. 

Some denominations and traditions, as well as many churches, are experiencing signifi-

cant growth in the midst of these challenges. People still find Jesus compelling, and peo-

ple are in need of both grace and truth, demonstrated by a loving Christian community. 
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 One of the widest recent studies on U.S. churches over the last two decades has found 

that congregations that are growing and spiritually vital are also more likely to: 

• Have strong leadership that fits well with the participants. 

• Have a clear and compelling mission. 

• Be innovative and open to change. 

• Be active in the local community. 

• Have more vibrant worship that is thought-provoking and stimulating. 

• Have a community of participants that represents a diversity of ages, genders, 

races and other differences. 

• Be good at incorporating new people. 

• Have significant lay involvement, including contributing financially and volun-

teering. 

• Live out their faith commitments in everyday life and tell others about the con-

gregation. 

 

KEY FEATURES OF THE ELCA TODAY: ASSETS & OPPORTUNITIES 

 While the ELCA faces great challenges, we have also observed substantial assets and 

opportunities. These assets and opportunities also specifically inform the recommenda-

tions that follow in the report. In no particular order, they include: 

 1. Clear and Abundant Signs of Hope and Possibility:. While the number of bap-

tized members in the ELCA is decreasing, we anticipate many other markers such as 

service efforts in the wider community, donations to worthy causes and other forms of 

engagement beyond membership actually paint the picture of a denomination in the 

midst of a renewal, not a decline. 

 2. Rich, Accessible, Conversational, Justice-Oriented, Grace Filled Theology: The 

ELCA has strong theological and historical foundations, tracing its beliefs to Martin Lu-

ther’s efforts to reform the Church in the 16th century. The focus on being saved by 

God’s grace and God’s grace alone, as well as God’s unconditional love in light of the 

cross, provide the ELCA with a relevant and much-needed gospel message for today’s 

world. This has uniquely positioned the ELCA to engage in many forms of ministry, in-

cluding ministry with the LGBTQIA+ community. Combined with the fact that the ELCA 

is deeply self-aware and recognizes its present challenges, a grace-filled posture could 

position the ELCA to respond very well in this moment. 

 3. Deep Resources, Significant Donors and Committed Leaders: In light of its his-

tory and significant systems and structures, the ELCA has abundant resources that 

could be utilized in terms of real estate and property ownership. Many generous donors 

who value the Lutheran tradition and church have significant capacity to make transfor-

mational gifts (nationally and locally). Thousands of leaders (rostered and lay leaders) 
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4. Extensive Camps, Campus Ministry and Youth Ministry Expertise: In most conver-

sations we had with leaders about areas of potential in the ELCA, camps, campus minis-

tries and many youth ministry efforts were named (including the Youth Gathering). When 

we spoke to many of these leaders, however, they felt undervalued and under-resourced. 

5. Building on Clear Need and Existing Momentum: One of the difficult aspects of any 

change effort is establishing the initial need for change. We find the ELCA is already self-

reflective (sometimes to a fault), asking good questions and making initial movements and 

efforts toward change. By using our recommendations to view current challenges and bar-

riers in new ways, as well as making better use of existing resources, there is opportunity 

for both evolutionary and revolutionary transformation. 


